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Dear Caldwell Family, 

For a book group I’m in, the one with my Mom and my sister, we are reading Ron                 

Chernow’s George Washington, A Life, in commemoration of our country’s 250th birthday. 

I’m deep into the book and cannot put it down. The author combs through the lofty princi-

ples that birthed this nation such as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, through             

the life of our first president. The book inspires vivid thoughts on what binds us to previous 

generations, and learning from the past, the principles that can shape our future.  

This book and the fascinating look into the extraordinary evolution of George Washington 

from a young boy to a founding father and leader of the revolution, forms the backdrop in 

my mind for what has been an incredible Spring of connection here in Lake George: From 

the pure joy of the Block Party weekend, celebrating our shared history in Lake George,           

including the bands and entertainment and reconnections with friends old and new, to the 

Reinterment Ceremony for the remains of the 44 fallen soldiers in the continental army in 

1776, who served and gave the ultimate sacrifice, I have a renewed appreciation for living 

in this historic place.  

I’ve been thinking about the value of relationships. How good and right and necessary it           

is to have meaningful ones as we go through the seasons of life. In fact, it is perhaps the 

most valuable thing we can invest in. I would propose that the true measure of the quality 

of one’s life is directly related to the quality of one’s relationships in community. 

When I look out over the congregation each week, I see each one of you, and I see that                

Caldwell is a place uniquely blessed by people of extraordinary devotion and gifts of the 

spirit, who love Lake George and its deep roots in the founding of our country, and who               

love God and want to grow in faith and friendship, as together we walk the path God has 

set before us.  

I bring this up because summer is coming soon. What better time to rekindle relationships-

whether its here at church, or with family or friends, or with a good book recounting people 

whose committed lives have shaped the freedoms we hold dear. Summer is a wonderful           

season to take a walk, share some tea, go to a concert, read a book together and discuss it, 

play some pickle ball, plunk a chair down in the grass overlooking the most beautiful lake 

in the world, and take it all in. If you are ever near church with a few free minutes, please 

stop by. I’d love to see you and catch up. 

Have a wonderful summer. Stay well! And God be with 

you and yours, 

Faithfully, 

Ali 
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Community Dinners:  
     This article comes with much gratitude and appreciation for all those who have 
help with or in any way been a part of our Community Dinners throughout this year.  
I believe they have brought much grace  and rich blessing upon blessing to many in 
our community and nearby area. 
     Special thanks and gratitude to the local restaurants who so faithfully provided 
our delicious meals each month. Please stop in and thank the ADK Pub crew who 
faithfully provide our October kickoff dinner;  Holiday Inn  for bringing us our pre 
Thanksgiving feast; Fort William Henry for our December Christmas dinner; The Knights of Columbus 
Council 11428 for a hot meal on a cold midwinter January evening; Mama Riso’s for our sweet Valentines 
Day dinner in February; Mario’s for our delicious March dinner; the Barnsider Smokehouse BBQ crew for 
our abundant April feast; and last but not least, in May, our own Lake George Church community for the 
tasty chili, coleslaw, rice, rolls and delicious desserts. 
     For our May dinner, a special thanks goes out to those who came on Tuesday to help in the preparation of 
the chili and other culinary delights.  Thanks as well to those who made the  plentiful  and awesome desserts.  
It is always fun to welcome and visit with those who come early for coffee or tea, have time to chat and catch 
up on what has been happening during the last month and…perhaps… to be first in line to select their favorite 
desserts.  We served and average of 85-90 meals, including those to our housebound contingent, most months 
during this season.  Of course, our dinners and our thanks would not be complete without expressing our  
gratitude to the folks in our lake George faith community who lovingly prepare desserts each month.                 
What meal would be complete without them??!!  The dinners would not be possible without the faithful ones 
who help setup, serve and cleanup after all the fun and friendship sharing is past. We also thank our friends at 
Sacred Heart for welcoming us into their bright and comfortable community space each month.  It truly does 
take a village. What a blessing.  
 We hope your summer is filled with much fun, joy, laughter, friends and family.  We look forward to 
seeing you back again in the fall for more great food, friendship renewing and building and the sharing and 
receiving of many more rich and abundant blessings. 

            THE SPRING RUMMAGE AND BAKE SALE WAS A BIG WIN!  

     The sale raised over $4000.00! The Deacons thank everyone who helped with setting up, 

advertising, baking, selling the items, buying and cleaning up.  

Prayer Concerns 

John Onjack, Floyd Wilkins, Edna Badmen, Koph’s brother-in-law Ralph,                              
Kenneth Hughes, Clair Merrill, Kelly Dwyer family, York’s sister,                                                
Alice Huppert, Emma Donelley, Jack Amrock, Bob Phillips,                                                          
Michael Salvatore DiTroia, Janet Wate’s family, Jo Ellens’s friend Alyce,                                 
John Stroud, Janie’s sister Linda, Pat Carpenter, Micki Guy, Conner &                                
Hayden Grant, Michael Murphy, Nancy & Ralph Wehmann, Emilia Bohac,                            
Lynda Glenn, Dave Madden, Tom Roach, Emilia Bernd, Jack Kurtis, Paul Kubik,                        
Aaron Palait, Pam Parrott, Katie Boxley, Addison Potts, Pierre & Baptiste families               
living in Haiti. Haiti gangs, Wars across our world. 



Dear Caldwell Church Family, 

I write to you with a feeling of gratitude too deep for words. Thank you for the encouragement 

byou have shown me since I first began to dream about the idea of pursuing a certification in             

Spiritual Direction back in 2023. Ever since that very first nudge of God’s Spirit, and my first 

sharing with some of you about where I felt God was leading me to grow, I experienced only            

your overwhelming support and confidence in me throughout the past two plus years. The             

program concluded on May 9th, 2026, and my certification is complete! Thank you for the            

celebration you prepared on May 10th during coffee hour. What a surprise and blessing. 

During my training, you helped me manage the extra responsibilities I would have. You preached, 

you attended Presbytery meetings, you pitched in doing extra committee work and  graciously  

accepted my occasional absences, and you worked with whatever my certification required of me. 

Because of your commitment, the ministry and mission of our church has  grown over these past 

few years and continues to thrive. 

You also paid for my education. The PC(USA) is a denomination that believes the life of the                

mind is a sacred and ongoing pursuit, and that clergy ought to be supported in continuing           

their education. Guided by the Presbytery policy, most churches allocate a very generous                 

portion of  the pastor’s funds toward continuing education, and ours is no exception. The cost          

of this course slightly exceeded that allocation, and so, incredibly— you agreed to raise the                

continuing ed line item in the budget in order to cover the cost of this program.  

I am forever grateful to you all for supporting me so generously in this two-year journey.               

Thank you for honoring my prioritization of this study, and thank you also for celebrating                

its completion in such a festive way. The beautiful cake at coffee hour was such a surprise,               

as was the card filled with your well wishes. And the blueberry bushes, pictured here,                 

is something  I have literally dreamed of for the past 16 years since we moved into our home:            

I have always wanted to try to grow fruiting plants but was never quite sure which varieties  

work best in this zone, and knowing they grow in pairs, I never knew which blueberry varieties  

complement each other. Over the past weekend we planted them and placed some chairs               

nearby so that we can watch them grow and bear fruit. I can 

hardly wait. 

Speaking of bearing fruit, I look forward to the certification 

program bearing fruit in our ministry together, in ways that 

will continue to build on all the good God has given us                      

to share. Thank you all. 

Gratefully, 

Ali 

                                                                                                                             

The Block party was a huge success raising over $5000.00 this past month. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed, worked, organized, planned, and who attended.                    

 



Christian Education Summer News: Join us for our annual Youth Sunday 

on Sunday, June 14. Slide show highlights of the year, preschool and Sunday school 

teacher appreciation and more! We will be  doing a Subs, Salads and Sundaes right 

after the service.  We will provide the subs and sundaes, and we ask the congrega-

tion members to provide a side.  Starting on June 21, we will be taking a break from 

our regular pre-k through grade 5 Sunday school lessons. Join us for Bible Craft 

Sundays, from 10:15am-11am June 21-August 23. We will resume our regular VBS 

style curriculum on Sept. 6th. Have a great summer!  

Your CE Team 

 

 

JUNE 

1  Luise Ahlers 

5    Tina Bunalski 

9  Ali Trowbridge 

17  Nancy Earl 

18  Justin Blanco 

20  Ralph Ahlers 

21  Chelsea Blanco 

25  Madeline Gorey 

25  Dax Cavas 

26  Jo Ellen Parsons 

JULY 

1    Ray VanAnden 

4  Bob Blais 

4    Maddie MacEachron 

5    Emilia Bernd 

11  Loren Compson 

 

AUGUST 

1    Debbie Mosebach 

2    Margi Mannix 

8    Lilly Trowbridge 

12  Michele MacEachron 

19  Andre’a Leombruno 

20  Laura Chapman 

ANGELS ON CALL…  For the Angels on Call  it has been another month of spreading care and joy and            
  help with transportation.  Angels have provided transportation to worship, church related activities, doctors                  
  appointments and other places on 12 occasions during this merry month of May.  Please keep them in your  
  prayers as they reach out to those among our church family who are in need of assistance with transportation. 
     If it is you or your loved one who is in need of Angel Transportation, please call Bianca Hoose               
  (845)802-6473 or JoEllen Parsons (518)480-5714.   
 Our thanks and gratitude to each Angel for your kind and loving care.   

Congratulations Jennifer Blanco! She recently earned her Doctorate of Curriculum            

Development & Instructional Design. She continues to work as a Spanish teacher at South 

Glens Falls High School, is a mom to 3 grown children, and is a wonderful soprano singer in the 

Caldwell Choir. 

 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY: “An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States.”             
Wednesday, July 15th, 12:30 -2 pm. We are studying this book as part of the 250th history of 
the U.S. All are welcome.    



June 2026 
News From the 
Haiti Mission School 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College Life and Other News:   As many of you may notice, this article is written in a different order.       
General News From Haiti  is usually first and School News second.  However, as I was talking with someone 
the other day I came to realize they did not know about the critical role Voice of the Children (VOC) plays          
in the life of our college student.  VOC is a charitable organization overseen by the Nicols family +.  They 
oversee and administer numerous charitable programs in and around the city of Jeremie, Haiti.  The largest 
town near to the Haiti Mission School location.  Their benefactors include mostly support services for            
children and families in need.  For example, they provide food programs and educational support for                     
orphanages, Restavec and other programs serving children.  They also provide some 
medical services to needy children and families, help churches and other organizations 
who feed and educate needy children and their families and and provide support for 
many others in need.  Just as they Haiti Mission School, they have helped in providing 
potable water and sanitation programs for many on a daily basis and during periods of 
natural disasters.  They have a group of young men from the area who administer their 
programs.  One of their programs includes providing food for our college students.   
This is such a vital program.  As I am certain many of you know, students who are           
hungry or food insecure (which most all Haitians are) are disadvantaged in their ability 
to learn.  So we are grateful to VOC for all their good works and especially for the help 
they provide to our five college students. 
     To the right is a sampling of food provided to Brunia by VOC for the month of 
May. She received some rice, bread, eggs, peanut butter, milk and other staples.              
This would not be all of her food for a month.  However, it goes a long way towards 
providing for her dietary needs.  
     We join our students and their families in grateful thanks for all VOC has done for the Haiti Mission 
School and so many others in and around the greater Jeremie area.   
 
General News From Haiti:  For a factory worker in Haiti, the war in distant Iran means he now has to walk 
two hours to work and two hours back each day because he can no longer afford to ride his own moto or use 
public transportation. “I must choose between using money for transportation to and from work or purchasing 
food for our family!!!” Does this sound familiar???  He works at a factory making jeans, earning 685 Haitian 
gourdes ($5.23) a day, while a gallon of gasoline costs 850 gourdes ($6.49). And, he is one of the fortunate 
ones…having a job and earning that much each day. Most Haitians are already struggling to live, work  and 
care for their family on less than $2.15 a day???!!!  As you can see, for most people who are working,               
a gallon of gas is higher than their minimum daily wage. According to the AP,  Haiti, the most impoverished 
country in the Western Hemisphere, has been hit the hardest by rising oil prices that continue to deepen a spi-
raling humanitarian crisis. 
  

 Please continue to keep our college students, children and families of Haiti, their Restavecs, VOC 
and others in your thoughts and prayers. We are so very grateful. 

Haiti Mission School 
PO Box 445, Lake Luzerne, NY  12846 
www.haitimissionschool@gmail.com 

A 501(c)3 Organization 

NOTICE!!! If you read this newsletter, please respond yes to                         

secretary@caldwellpres.org. We are interested in seeing how many                   

folks are actually taking the time to read our church newsletter. 

Thank you for your response! 

mailto:www.haitimissionschool@gmail.com


The Seeker 

Caldwell Presbyterian Church 

71 Montcalm St. 

Lake George, NY 12845 

All are welcomed into The Caldwell Church Family.  

We would love to see you in church at 10am Sunday!  

 

Contact Information: 

Office Number—(518) 668-2613 

Secretary Email—secretary@caldwellpres.org 

Pastor’s Email— ali@caldwellpres.org 

Website— www.caldwellpres.org 


