
PRACTICING THANKSGIVING in NOVEMBER 

 

November is here, and English poet Thomas Hood from the early to mid 19th Century 

put it like this: “No butterflies, no bees, no fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds!—November!”  

It is true that many of the markers of bustling life in creation quiet down at this time of year, and          

nature goes underground for deep rest and silent preparations for next spring. In the meantime, 

Thanksgiving is coming, a time to pause and give our thanks for God and one another. 

 

Karl Barth once said that the basic human response to God is not fear and trembling, not guilt and 

dread, but thanksgiving. “What else can we say to what God gives us but to stammer praise?” Barth 

asked. And what better way to stammer than with some of the greatest hymns of all, which we will      

sing at our worship service the Sunday before Thanksgiving: “Come Ye Thankful People Come,” “We 

Gather Together,” and “Now Thank We All Our God,” which the late Robert McAfee Brown once said        

is the best all-purpose hymn, suitable for every important occasion—birth, baptism, wedding,                  

ordination, or funeral—and was sung at his own. Here is the first verse:  

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,  

who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices;  

who, from our mother’s arms, has blessed us on our way  

with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 

In her book Fresh Bread, Joyce Rupp divides the year into months and seasons. The chapter on            

November includes a litany that I invite you to pray.  As the days grow shorter and we turn our clocks 

back, marking the end of Daylight Savings, may Thanksgiving be on your mind and this litany of               

gratitude on your heart—a companion throughout the month of November:                        

 

A Litany on Gratitude 

Gracious God, silence in us any thoughts but your own                                      

so that we may live in gratitude: 

To share whatever gift it is that you have given to us… 

To acknowledge you as the giver of all good gifts… 

To give without counting the cost… 

To share without expecting something in return… 

To be wise in the way of caring for ourselves and others… 

To hold all of our treasures and values with open hands… 

To have gospel priorities and to align our life, love, and time           

in their light… 

To be gracious and ungrudging in our giving… 

To recognize the abundance of blessings in each passing day… 

To know the freedom that comes with true generosity… 

To accept our talents, whether many or few, and to use them                 

in service of the Kingdom… 

To grow in giving thanks for everything… 

 

PRAYER: Gracious God, who so generously lavishes our lives with goodness, create in our hearts a   

deep center of gratitude, a center that grows so strong in its thanksgiving, that sharing freely of our 

treasures becomes the norm and the pattern of our existence. Remind us often of how much you cherish 

us, of how abundantly you have offered gifts to us, especially in the hour of our greatest need. May we 

always be grateful for your reaching into our lives with surprises of joy, growth, and love. Amen. 

 

Thanks be to God for each of you. 

Faithfully, 

Ali 
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Volunteers needed to rake the 

church’s leaves. 

Bags are provided on the back 

porch. 

 

            

 2   Joni Steiner                 22  Jeb Trowbridge 

11  Dotty Kopf                   25   Alan Chandler 

13  Beth Corriveau            

16  Scott Quigan                

17  Bob Gunther      

 

                                                        

November 7th 
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    Christian Education Events: 

Thanks to those who attended our mini golf outing in October. It was a bright sunny day and we all 

had a great time.  If you missed out, we hope you can join us for another fun upcoming activity.   

We are so excited to have Margo Nelson as our new Youth Director!  She has been busy setting up all sorts of fun 

events for our youth to enjoy.                    

"In Your Own Voice ": An explorative translation of bible quotes, stories, psalms, hymns and more. As interpret-

ed in your own voice using art, music, journaling and improv. In our first meeting in November, you will be       

collaging your own journal which you will use in the coming sessions. This series will run on the first and 3rd Sun-

days of each month (for Nov.7
th
 & 14

th
) during Sunday school time for youth group members grades 7-12.  

Come as you feel inspired. All materials provided.  

"Fun in Fellowship" Calling all young disciples! Join us for special events          

and field trips planned with the intention to play and nurture our child like           

spirit. "Without play, without that child still alive in all of us, we will always         

be incomplete. And not just physically, but creatively, ntellectually and            

spiritually as well"~ Anonymous.  

Fun in Fellowship will be the 1st Sunday of the month, beginning with           

Nov. 7th - Gratitude Camp Fire. Our young disciples will make Thanksgiving 

cards (for our Thanksgiving Baskets) and enjoy  getting to know one another 

around the campfire for hot cocoa, stories & s'mores.  

Nov. Mission of the Month—Adirondack Vets House 

The Adirondack Vets House, Inc., built in 2000, is a 501 c (3) Non- Profit  longer 

term facility for homeless veterans located in Glens Falls, NY. The house can ac-

commodate 9 residents. The house has 3 full bathrooms, a dining room, sitting 

room, and a renovated basement for limited storage. The house is now an all male facility and 

handicap accessible. We place women Vets directly into permanent housing. There are no more 

time limits for our resident Veterans!! Great news!! 

     Each resident is assigned cleaning chores for the week at the house as well as maintaining the 

outside and adjoining areas, cooking one meal per rotating schedule, and will be accountable by 

fair and reasonable rules and regulations to maintain the integrity of the program. The location 

of the house is within walking distance to the VA medical clinic for medical or psychological assis-

tance if needed. All other appointments not in the approximate area can be arranged through a 

VA van service to accommodate their needs. 

     The latest statistics we have gathered reported that Veterans make up as high as 40% of the 

homeless population in the US. The figure jumps to almost 60% in larger cities. The staff and 

Board of Directors meet this challenge of reducing homelessness by creating programs that fit 

the needs of the Veteran, because each Veteran is unique and needs a tailor made program, not 

a “cookie cutter” program that works for some of the Veterans some of the time. 

They accept donation of certain goods: 

          – Laundry Detergent, coffee (dark roast, dark coffee) 

– canned soup everything but tomato, we have plenty of that type. 

– snacks; the residents love treats. Cookies, donuts, cakes, etc. 

 Paper products, toilet paper, paper towels. No tissues or toiletries, we have plenty! 

-Gift cards for gas and coffee from Stewart’s, grocery stores (for our meats and milk),                      

Walmart ( for our bedding needs, pillows, sheets and blankets full size bedding),                                    

Lowes and Home Depot for supplies.                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                        

Thank you for your support! 
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Thanksgiving Meal Baskets 

The Board of Deacons will once again be 
offering Thanksgiving Meal Baskets to 
our Food Pantry recipients as well as 
members of the Lake George Community. 
We work with the elementary school 
nurse to identify families in need. 
The basket will include a traditional  
Thanksgiving menu including turkey, 
stuffing, potatoes, gravy, vegetables and 
dessert.  Families will pick up their             
baskets on Monday, November 21th from 
5-7. For more information please contact 
Patti Brozyna. 

 

 

 

Advent Wreath Making Activity!  Sandwiches, Candles and Cookies    

We will hold our Love Feast and Wreath Activity on the first Sunday of Advent,          

November 27 at 5:00 pm in the Middle Room. Those attending should bring enough 

sandwiches, whole pieces of fruit and baked goods for their family. The idea is to 

make the sandwiches special, as if for a friend because all of the food is pooled and 

shared. If  you want to eat your own sandwich for any reason (gluten free bread or 

picky eater), that’s ok too.    
After the feast, we will distribute Styrofoam rings, fresh greens and candles, all the materials needed         

to make a beautiful Advent Wreath. If you have pruning shears, bring those along. If you have your      

ring from last year, bring that as well. The two hour evening will conclude with a brief Advent reading, 

songs and the lighting of the first Advent candle. Come join our Caldwell Family in this meaningful 

Christmas tradition. Watch for the sign-up sheet or contact Sarah King at (518)744-9348 or                                               

scubakings@roadrunner.com if you would like to attend.   

Church Wide Cookie Exchange Resumes!  

 A church wide Cookie Exchange will take place on the same evening as the Love Feast.   

You may do one or both activities. If you plan to do just the cookie exchange, please bring your cookies 

no later than 7 PM. The exchange takes a very short time in the Coffee Room following the wreath mak-

ing event.   
Rules for Exchange:   
Bring 6 dozen of the SAME kind of cookie. They may be on a tray, cookie 

sheet or box cover whatever is easiest for you to transport. Also bring a   
Tupper ware container to collect your cookies in. (You bring six doz. and take home 
6 dozen of a mixed variety.  
 
  

Thanksgiving Note Cards 

Dear Parents,  

Please encourage your child to 
write or draw a little note of 
thanksgiving to return to the 
church so that the Deacons can 
put one in each families food    
basket. Thank you. The families           
always appreciate the hand writ-
ten cards made by our children. 

mailto:scubakings@roadrunner.com


 PRAYER CONCERNS 

Ella Quillen, The Ukraine, our country and our leaders, Warrensburg 

Methodist Church, School shooting victims and their families,                     

Tammy S., the starving people of Haiti, Jim Putnam, Hurricane victims, 

Laurel Cormee, Jess King, Pam Parrott, JoEllen’s friend Peter & Ron, 

Andrea, Bob Bayle, Darlene’s friend, Marge Hull, Peg Earl, Loren Compson, 

Nancy Hollenbeck, Fuller’s father-in-law. 
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A Word on Caldwell’s Stewardship Campaign 2023 

     As we enter this year’s Stewardship campaign, the Finance Committee           

wants to acknowledge, thank  and encourage all of you for the many                  

ways in which you give your time and talent in serving the church, and          

volunteering,  

                                                                                                                                                   

Stewardship, however, is in many ways even more important. By funding our 

church, we lay the foundation for all that we do at Caldwell.  We provide the 

space for our Food Pantry, the home for our Preschool, and host meals and 

meetings important to  our community.  From Christmas Dinners to choir re-

hearsals, it is our  collective support of Caldwell that allows us to provide it 

all. In these ways, your Stewardship Pledge is the first among equals in your 

giving at Caldwell.  

     Thank you for your prayerful consideration of your pledge for 2022.                  

With your commitment and with God’s guidance, Caldwell will continue to 

strive to make a difference in the lives of many.   

     Sincerely,  

     Your Finance Committee 

Do you or someone you know need a breathing machine?   

A Respironics Breathing machine has been donated to the church.                                     

It is a REMstarPlus M series.  It is used but you are welcome                                     

to take it home if you  know someone with a need for one. 

Please call Beth in the office to pick it up. 



 

Youth Group News 

Fall.  Days grow shorter.  We can’t help but respond to the shift of light in the outer world.   This 
deepening of the dark of night invites us to bring our awareness to the power of our inner light. 
Each religion has its own “Festival of Lights” such as Diwali, Hanukkah, Advent, Yule which all in-
clude a lighting of a light.  Makes me wonder, what are the ways in which we keep our spiritual lamps 
lit during the dark time of the year?  Let’s consider:  light your lamp by connecting to what brings 
you joy.  Light a lamp by embracing connection thru simply sharing a smile.  Light your lamp through 
connection to our fellow beings with random acts of kindness.  Whatever inspires you, find a way, to 
spread your light this season.  And may I suggest…. 

…Join our book group, whether in the comfort of your home or by joining us on 2nd Sundays at 
9:00am and on 3rd Sundays at 11:00am at church.  “The Dream Giver” journey awaits you and 
connecting to your dreams is a great way to light your lamp! 

…Sunday, November 1st “Fun in Fellowship” ~ Join us after service for a “Gratitude Short Film 
Festival” with popcorn in hand, we’ll watch 4 inspirational award winning short films with the common 
theme of Gratitude/Thankfulness.  A short discussion will follow.  We’ll then get creative by making 
Gratitude cards for someone you care for, and also, for our Church Thanksgiving Baskets.  

…Sunday, November 20th Rock Painting ~ Calling all youth!  Express your God inspired creativi-
ty by painting rocks for our Inspirational Rock Garden.  No experience necessary!  All ages invited.  
You just need a willingness to have fun!  During Church Service.  (This will be happening every 3rd 
Sunday.) 

Save the Date!  Our next Cultural Café Open Mic will be on Saturday,  February 1 1 th.              
                                        Let your voice be heard at this open, inclusive event!    

Taize Service will precede the Cultural Café.  

Adopt a Family—AKA Mitten Mission 

The Deacons will be “adopting” several families in Lake George to provide            

Christmas gifts and food baskets to. Last year they served 10 families and have 

signed up for additional families this year.  

Please watch for more details in the church bulletin and consider if you would           

like to shop or donate money towards the effort of serving needy families in      

Lake George during the holidays. 

Thank you to all who attended our first service of Taize at Caldwell.                 
It was an ecumenical event attended by friends from surrounding churches and Christian  denomi-

nations. The worship service is comprised of scripture, prayer, silence, and song. As we sang "Jesus 

Remember Me," congregants were invited to come forward and light a   

candle at the communion table near the display of iconography which           

arrived to us from Taize, France, just in time for our first service.            

We held silence for five minutes. Afterwards people wondered how five 

minutes vanished so quickly. We will double our time of silence to ten 

minutes at our next Taize worship on Feb 11th. Please mark your               

calendars. We hope you can join us for this meditative, peaceful,                 

powerful service of prayer and ecumenical solidarity.                                                                                       

Blessings to all, 

    Ali 



     

   Caldwell Preschool 
     The sound of leaves crunching underneath our feet inspired us to 
investigate in piles on the playground. Students were heard saying 
“This is the best day ever” as they jumped. Classes followed up our            
leaf investigation with leave rubbings, art and stuffing a scarecrow.         
So many things you can explore in the natural world.   
 
     What a blessing these children are!  In November we are looking 
forward to a Thanksgiving feast with all our families. Pastor Ali and 
friends will also continue a Coffee and Crafts group for families      
during school. Several mom’s met yesterday and had a wonderful time             
creating a fall craft and socializing with each other and Pastor Ali. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
    Meghan, Preschool Director 

Christian Education Corner ~ We had S’more Fun in October!  

We had lots of fun in Oct.  We started the month with our Fun in 
Fellowship event, s’mores around the campfire.  We had a nice 
sunny day although it was windy.  Kudos to Dax for getting that 
campfire roaring!  In class, the youth group started a book discus-
sion (more on that from Margo), and the elementary kids began a 
unit on The Armor of God. Great photo ops!  On Oct. 15, we had 
our first Taize service and our first Cultural Café.  We’ll end the 
month on Oct. 28 with our All Together Now activity, pumpkin 
carving. We hope you were able to join us for some of these           
fun events.    

Advent Goodie Bags 
I plan to create some advent goodie bags for kids coming into the church on the 4 Sundays of                
Advent and Christmas Eve.  Please look for them in the narthex and take one per child.  

 

Our next CE meeting will be on Monday Nov. 14,  on Zoom.  Let me know if you wish to                                      
receive the link.  Everyone is welcome.  



Caldwell Puzzle Swap   
Are you a puzzle doer?  I got addicted during 
Covid. Even if you haven’t  experienced the joy of     
puzzles, you can now join the Caldwell puzzle 
swap.            
I’ve set some puzzles on the bookshelf in the  
library. Please help yourself to a puzzle and leave 
one you’ve completed in its place.  

Announcements 

Time to Talk with Pastor Ali is open to all Tues., Nov. 1st, 10-11:30. 

 

Ecumenical Book Study is studying  "Meet the Disciples," 11:30 -1:00 p.m.                              

Please bring your lunch. Copies are in the office. 

 

Community Dinner is November 9th from 5– 6 at Sacred Heart.  

The food will be provided by the Holiday Inn.  

The cost is free and all are welcome. 

  



 



The Seeker 

Caldwell Presbyterian Church 

71 Montcalm St. 

Lake George, NY 12845 

All are welcomed into The Caldwell Church Family.  

We would love to see you in church on  

Sunday Mornings at 10 am. 

Contact Information: 

Office Number—(518) 668-2613 

Office Email—secretary@caldwellpres.org 

Pastor’s Email— pastor@caldwellpres.org 

 


