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SEEKING AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY 

 

I recently read an article in Church Leaders by Jan Edmiston, co-Moderator of the General Assembly PC(USA) that 

really caught my eye.  The overarching theme was a discussion about churches wanting pastors who bring in young 

families, something we talk about in mainline Protestantism frequently.  The fear that “the next generation” won’t            

be around and able to carry out the proclamation and witness of the faith for the future is a daunting thought, one 

that puts a pit in my stomach for sure.  We grieve to think that future generations may not come to know God in 

Christ quite the same way we have—in the community of the church.  And so many congregations place an emphasis 

on getting young families to come through the doors and do all they can to keep them there.   

 

However, and now I’m putting on my parent hat, as a mom of three growing children engaged in regular offerings           

in the community, preserving the hour for worship can lie just beyond our reach some weeks.   There are scheduling         

conflicts all the time—and not for things unworthy of our commitment: Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts have overnights; 

sports tournaments with games throughout both weekend days; Odyssey of the Mind competitions; Model U.N.            

Our lives as parents are packed.  According to Jan’s article, and we read about this all the time, statistics show that 

the definition of “regular worship” has really changed over the last half century.  When I grew up I basically went               

to church every week.  Now “regular” attendance means coming once or twice a month.  Today, that’s a committed             

person of faith— just as engaged in church life.  The culture has shifted from “attendance” to “engagement.” 

 

Jan writes: “News flash: Families of every kind are drawn to communities that are in touch with real life.” Our           

Christian Education committee totally gets this.  And as we enter the month of May when Sunday School will            

primarily focus on preparing for Youth Sunday in June, I want to thank the extraordinary team of teachers and            

leaders who nurture our youth every week.  Thank you for your flexibility, your sound teachings, your creativity,              

and your tireless devotion to the faith we all hold dear.  

 

But there’s something more: all of you nurture our children.  Each in your own way, whether it’s a simple greeting          

on Sunday, or a card in the mail when one of the kids is recognized in the Chronicle, or even a smile from afar—you 

each play a part in the vitality of this intergenerational church community—one which many of us, young and older, 

because of this spirit of “authentic community,” call our church home. 

 

I love what Jan writes: “Young families are great. Old families are great. Families made up of child-free couples          

are great. Families of single people are great. Imagine if every church simply wanted … to bring in broken people.  

Now that’s a church.” 

 

I’m not sure many of us would readily consider ourselves broken at first, but let it sink in for a moment: “Here is            

my body, broken for you.” “We live in a broken and fearful world.”  And this: “If the gospel has never broken you,                

you have never really heard it.”  

 

“Breakage” by Mary Oliver 

I go down to the edge of the sea. How everything shines in the morning light! The cusp of the whelk,                                  

the broken cupboard of the clam, the opened, blue mussels, moon snails, pale pink and barnacle scarred—                         

and nothing at all whole or shut, but tattered, split, dropped by the gulls onto the gray rocks…it’s like a                                          

schoolhouse of little words, thousands of words. First you figure out what each one means by itself…                                              

then you begin, slowly, to read the whole story.” 

 

The door is always open here at Caldwell.  Come as you are, come whenever you can.  Here’s to being a community 

where we seek to know one another authentically—and to gather in God’s spirit, to explore together the whole story. 

 

Faithfully, 

Ali 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

HAPPY MAY!  WE HAD SEVERAL GREAT EVENTS IN APRIL. THANKS TO ALL 

THE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO TRAVELED TO THE WARREN CENTER ON PALM 

SUNDAY TO HAND OUT PALM CROSSES.  ON EASTER, WE HAD A WONDERFUL 

EASTER EGG HUNT WITH LOTS OF CANDY AND 6 GOLDEN EGGS TO BE 

FOUND.  THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED OUT WITH THIS EVENT.  

 

THE TEACHERS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY ARE: 

PRE-K- K…SARAH KING AND YVONNE FULLER 

GRADES 1-6… HOWARD NICOLS AND DANA POWER 

GRADES 7-12…TOM JENNE &  JEB TROWBRIDGE   

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDARS ARE: 

JUNE 11- YOUTH SUNDAY/RECOGNITION OF CONFIRMANDS  

AUGUST 7-11- MAKER FUN FACTORY VBS. ~ CALLING ALL TEENS!!                                

IF YOUR CHILD IS GOING INTO 7TH GRADE OR ABOVE, WE’D LOVE TO                

HAVE THEIR HELP THAT WEEK.; AND OF COURSE, AGES 3-GRADE 6,                  

REGISTER AS A PARTICIPANT IN THIS FUN FILLED WEEK.                                                    

REGISTRATIONS FORMS WILL BE IN COFFEE ROOM IN MAY. 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts:                                                                                  
May 

  7   Sue Hunsicker & Jackie Montgomery 

14   Mother’s Day ~ The Board of Elders 

21   Tom & Jo Ellen Parsons 

28 Dana Powers & Sarah King 

                               June 

  4   Glenn family  

 11  Naomi Hodgekinson & Jess King 

 18  Cornelius family  

 25  Nicols  



PAGE 3 

 

News from the Haiti Mission School 

 By the time this news is published, Easter will be past, and for those of us in the north country, 

spring will be springing, along with tulips, lilies and some of the other early flowers.  Hopefully the winter 

snows will be a distant memory, although a spring snowfall is not beyond the realm of possibility. Snow is not 

a problem for our friends in Haiti, but rain and mud is!   

 Howard and JoEllen returned from Haiti in late March and while they were there it rained nearly 

every day.  If you have ever tried to walk in gumbo mud, especially up and down steep hills, you will have a 

sense of what it was like.  Trying to walk on this wet clay is like walking on grease.  It also clumps to your 

shoes until you have what seems like five pounds of weight attached to each foot.  JoEllen and Howard found 

that going barefoot seemed to work better.  Still, like the proverbial postal person, it didn’t stay their rounds 

and they managed to accomplish most of what they set out to do. 

 In last month’s news, we included a picture of the Haitian school Committee (there is also a U.S 

Board).  We said at the time that two new members would be added to the Committee. This month we would 

like to introduce them.  They are Professor Leguerre Igaciola, who represents the teachers, and Mme. Rose-

line Pamphile, who represents the people of the Labastille region.   

Prof. Leguerre has been a teacher at the school for four years.  He is also active in the Labastille 

church and often leads worship and shares the message.  He is 

married and has young children. He is one of the students’ favorite 

teachers. Mme. Roseline is also a leader in the church, and has 

been a school supporter from the very beginning.  In fact, her ener-

gy and desire for a school were among the reasons we chose Labas-

tille for our school.  In the picture, Mme. Roseline is the one on the 

left and sister Lusianne, on the right is the pastor of the Labastille 

church. 

Speaking of the Labastille region, people often ask, “Is Labastille a 

town or what?”  There is a town in Haiti by that name, but that town is north of Port Au Prince.  In our case, 

the answer is not a simple one, but if you were to fly a drone over the countryside and take a picture, you 

would find that sprinkled over the hillsides are many little two room houses.  The people living in these 

homes are most often subsistence farmers, raising chickens, a few goats, harvesting fruit from their trees, 

and growing a variety of crops.  Often a church will be built to serve these area residents.  The church will be 

given a name, in our case, the Labastille church.  And thus, the region gains the name.  It does not show up 

on any map as the Labastille region, it’s just what the residents call it.  Hope that helps. 

The main purpose of the recent trip to Haiti was to meet with the Committee and to plan for the up-

coming year, including approval of a budget. A serendipity from the most recent trip to Haiti was a meeting 

with the senator who represents the Jèrèmie area.  We are still hoping to get the Haitian government more 

involved with our school.  We hope that Senator Sorel will be able to help us get back on the list of govern-

ment-supported schools and begin to undertake paying our teachers.  In addition to freeing up resources for 

us, the teachers will get a raise and some additional benefits.  During their visit, the senator seemed eager to 

help and asked us for an information packet that he could share with others in the government.  The infor-

mation packet has been sent and should be delivered to the Senator today as this newsletter is written. 

When Hurricane Matthew struck, it not only devastated our buildings, but also destroyed all our 

textbooks.  During the Easter break, Director Kenold and Junior Eustache will travel to Port au Prince to 

purchase new textbooks.  We estimate the cost, including transportation to be about three thousand dollars.  

While in Port Au Prince, they will also purchase a white dry erase board for Professor Torbeck, who has been 

unable to teach lately due to allergies to chalk dust.    

We began this newsletter by saying that when it is published, Easter will be past.  However, it is be-

ing written during Easter week and thus it seems impossible to write without thinking of the sacrifices made 

for us by our Lord, and most especially his call to his disciples to “go feed my sheep…” and “go take care of 

my lambs.”  In our vision for the school we like to think of the students at the Labastille school as Jesus’ 

sheep and lambs.  And thus, we feed them, and do our best to help “take care” of them.  For every one of you 

who has supported this ministry, we join the sheep and lambs of the school in giving you thanks.  



PAGE 4 THE SEEKER FOR MAY 2017  

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

  

 

 

 

Caldwell Presbyterian Church 

Annual Spring Rummage & Bake Sale 

71 Montcalm Street,       Lake George Village 

 

Thursday, June 1st 3 - 7 pm 

Specials from 5 - 7 pm 

Get ready for summer with $1 shorts & t-shirts! 

 

Friday, June 2nd 11 am - 6 pm 

Bag Sale from 4 - 6 pm Friday night! 

 

Saturday, June 3rd 9 - 11 am ~ Bag Sale continues 

Buy one bag for $3 or two bags for $5 and fill to the brim! 

For your shopping convenience, the tents on the lawn will be                   
open until 2 pm for last minute deals! 

 

For more information, please call the church office at 

(518) 668-2613 
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 SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 

Any high school senior or person actively involved in the ministry of               

Caldwell Presbyterian Church who wishes to further their education may 

apply for a scholarship. Applications may be picked up in the Church Office. 

The deadline for applying for the scholarship is May 14, 2017.                       

The Scholarship Committee would like to remind members and friends of 

Caldwell that they may donate to the Scholarship Fund by giving a gift in 

memory of or to honor someone or as a general donation. Thank you. 

 

Children/Youth Choir is Meeting this Sunday after Church! 

Youth Sunday is just around the corner!  

All Sunday School Students are invited  

to learn a very simple song to cover all age levels. 

Practice will take place every Sunday, immediately after  

Sunday School, for only 10 minutes in the Preschool room.  

We will start the first Sunday of May. 

Youth Sunday will happen in early June, and we need all of you! 

Can’t wait to hear how wonderful this choir will sound with you in it!! 
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Peg Earl 

Lesley Clemons 

Rod Cornelius 

Darlene Gunther 

Dante Corriveau 

 

 

 

May 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

Video Series at         

Sacred Heart 12:30 

Bring your lunch 

4 

No Choir 

5 6 

7                                

Communion 

8 9 10                                

Video Series at         

Sacred Heart 12:30 

Bring your lunch 

11                                  

Choir 7 

12 

Food Pantry  9:30 

13 

14 

 

15 16 

Session              

Meeting 

5:30 

17 

Video Series at         

Sacred Heart 12:30 

Bring your lunch 

18  

Choir 7                                  

19                                            

 

20 

21                                 22 23 24 

Video Series at         

Sacred Heart 12:30 

Bring your lunch 

25                       

Choir 7 

26 

Food Pantry  9:30 

27 

28 

 Rummage 

Sale Set-Up 

29 30                 31 

Video Series at         

Sacred Heart 12:30 

Bring your lunch 

   

       



PRAYER CONCERNS 

Lauren & Karen Azer, John Davis, Jenne family, Pat Horne, Ella Moody, Allen Turula, 

Justin & Alex Blanco, John  Kohland, Ron Madeira, Len Bunalski, Judith Subisaretta,  

Keith Koshak, the school and Seed Program in Haiti, Kristine Snajder, Linda Carr, 

Pat Carpenter and her niece Jen, Dave Paddock’s friend John, Lexi, Navy Seal-John, 

Nancy’s son-in-law Mark, Rev. Bob Schmidt, Peter Apgar, Tim’s friend Dara,  

Marian Morey, Nancy Allen, Frank Amrock’s  father, Ree Humphrey, Peg Edwards,                                   

Kathy Duell’s brother-in-law Ned,  Calvin Madeira, Judd Brynes, Alex and Pam Parrott 
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Wednesday Book Study Group 

A Video Series, “A Drive through History” by TBN 

Instead of a study book this month, you are invited to watch a video series that brings 

the Gospels to life with teachings on the actual grounds where the scriptures were first 

taught. We will meet on  May 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31st at the Sacred Heart Parish Center, 

12:30 to 2.  Please bring your lunch.  

 

Sunday, May 7th, a Barbershop Quartet Group is coming….. 

 to sing during our worship service. Feel free to invite a friend to join us and listen. 

 

Interested in Joining an Adult Bible Study in Someone’s Home? 

We are exploring the possibility of starting a bible study one evening a week. If you 

would like to host or participate, please contact the office. 
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May Mission of the Month  

                                                                                                                                                                 
The Mission Committee has chosen “To the Himalayas With Love” as our mission of the month for May. 
The following information comes from their website: www.tothehimalayaswithlove.org 

Thousands of refugee children from Tibet live in Tibetan Children's Villages throughout India. Many of 
them walked over the Himalayan Mountains to get there. These Tibetan children have lost their country, 
homes, and in many cases, their families. The purpose of this non-profit foundation is to provide care and 
support for these children. One hundred percent of all contributions go directly to purchase shoes and          
mattresses. No administrative costs are covered by the foundation.  

The director of the foundation, Nancy Corliss, lives in Hudson Falls and travels       
to Dharamsala, India about twice each year, where she stays for 6-10 weeks at           
a time. While there, she works in the Junior Library where hundreds of children 
come daily to read. There is laughter and fun, especially when everyone spends 
the first 10 minutes marching to “warm their feet up. Not so much “Shh, quiet 
please!” here!  

Since starting her work in Dharmsala, she has developed numerous other projects 
including providing mattresses and shoes for each of the children. Her current pro-
ject is starting a series of “Little Free Libraries” in the area. Area residents are tak-
ing responsibility for painting and managing the “Little Libraries”.  

Back home, people have become involved in her ministry in various ways. In addition to donating money, 
some have become pen pals, while others have provided clothes, books, bookmarks, small toys and other 
items orphans often live without.  

We hope Nancy will come one Sunday in May to share her ministry with us during worship and coffee 
hour. She will have just returned from Dharmsala and will be filled with excitement and  poignant stories. 

                                                                                                                                                              

 

National Day of Prayer                                             

~ Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Please join in  observing the National Day of Prayer 

and celebrate this year’s theme “For Your Great 

Name’s Sake”.  St. James’ Church will be open              

offering prayer all day long. There will be a morning 

prayer at 8:30, noonday prayer, and at 7 pm there 

will be a prayer gathering on the church green.                 

It will be a time of prayer for our government, 

churches, families, military, schools, leaders,                 

and mediaIf you have questions, please contact                

Barb Mitchell at barbmitchell72@yahoo.com.                   

She is the Deacon in Training at St. James. 



 

 

Everyone is Invited to the Ecumenical Boat Cruise, 

 Sunday May 7th, at 4:30.  

Board at the Lake George Steamship dock on Shoreline Drive.  

The cruise is free to all who have a ticket.                                              

Please pick up a ticket in the coffee room. 

Snacks and drinks will be available                  
for purchase. 

Dear Friends of the Preschool, 
 
    We are beginning to feel and hear the sound of Spring in our preschool.  Kids 
and teachers seem to be so excited that summer is coming soon.  We are growing 
a little garden here in the preschool.  We have green beans, corn and carrots grow-
ing. Also, flowers for our mothers~but we want to keep that a secret! 
 
    Our Spring has been fun with rabbits, chickens and now working on caterpillars/
butterflies.  What a joy to come to school each day and know that we are experi-
encing God's good creation all around us.  The week before Easter was the best of 
the whole year.  One of our little guys trusted Jesus as his Saviour!  That makes 
our year all worthwhile.  OH, to know that your sins are forgiven and the angels re-
joice over a soul that's now part of The Family of God.   
 
    May 21st is our Spring fundraiser.  You will like this one... Texas Road-
house.  From 1:00p.m-9:00p.m. anyone who has a fundraiser flyer and comes in to 
eat, the preschool gets 10% of your whole order, food and drinks. Please come and 
support the preschool that night.  Also, we will have a basket raffle at the door as 
people come into the Texas Roadhouse.  If you would like to donate a basket or a 
gift that could go in a Lake George basket, please bring it into the preschool by 
May 14th.   
 
    Preschool Graduation is June 8th at 10:00 a.m. We would love to have you all 
come and show your support to our families.  It is always a great time to connect 
to these wonderful families of our community. Come celebrate a great year of 
learning and connecting with these dear families. 
 
Serving with you, 
Christine 
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The Seeker 

Caldwell Presbyterian Church 

71 Montcalm St. 

Lake George, NY 12845 

All are welcomed into The Caldwell Church Family.  

We would love to see you in church at 10am Sunday!  

 

Contact Information: 

Office Number—(518) 668-2613 

Secretary Email—secretary@caldwellpres.org 

Pastor’s Email— ali@caldwellpres.org 

Website— www.caldwellpres.org 


